


What is HabitattitudeTM?

Created circa 2000
Nationally branded campaign targeting aquarists and 
water gardeners
Links environmental messages with beneficial actions
DOI/PIJAC MOU (2009)
Designed to reach targeted audiences



DOI/PIJAC MOU

 Collaborate on education/public awareness
Unify public/private sectors to address 
potential impacts of unwanted pets
 Seek consistent/effective communications
Develop/implement a work plan
 Scripts, DVDs, articles, other educational
materials
 Support involvement all levels within
respective communities



• Education/Public Outreach
• Clearly articulate issue
• Explain risks and how to minimize
• Provide guidance on what to do
• Moves ‘beyond brochures.’
• Engage social media

Goals and Objectives











Habits + Habitats + Attitudes = Habitattitude







Become Informed About the Effects of 
Invasive Species on Our Environment

 What are some of the environmental risks posed by invasive species?

 How can I prevent introducing invasive species into the environment?

 How can I inform others about Habitattitude?
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Education

Selecting the Species

• Most Common Species
• Compatibility Chart
• Selection Quiz?

Care & Maintenance

• Best Practices
• Housing
• Humane Disposal

• Lion Fish
• Brown Algae Eater
• St. Nesbitt Fish

Invasive Risks



Selecting the Right Fish
In trying to create the ideal environment for your fish, you have to be aware of
what they need to thrive. Not only do they have to be pleasing to your eye, you
need to consider:



Compatibility



Tank Size

Fish come in a variety
of sizes, colors and 
shapes. Make sure 
you have the right 

size tank to ensure a 
healthy environment.



Care & Maintenance



Invasive Fish

Species will
be keyed to
federal and
state lists as
appropriate.



Valuing and Using 
Live Animals

Pets in the Classroom:
• Choosing an 

Appropriate Pet
• Safety Tips

Develop a Good 
HABITATTITUDE!
Responsible Release

Get Help!

Learn 
More

Learn 
More

Learn 
More

Learning about 
Invasive Species: 

Lesson plans, modules & 
projects

Learn 
More

Educational Resources:



Aquarium Fish

Pets in the Classroom: 
Choosing A Pet or Plant

Reptiles & 
Amphibians

Water Gardening

Learn 
More

Learn 
More

Learn 
More

Pets in the Classroom:
Safety Tips

Learn 
More

JLC1



Slide 23

JLC1 I don't have to add  info here. being done by other authors on the Habitattitude Team.
Johnson-Mead, Lois Clare, 7/20/2015



Teachers who use a live specimens or bring in a classroom pet often notice a change in the way students  
approach learning, which can enhance their curriculum.  

Simply by adding a living example of an organism to your curriculum, you can enrich a science
discussion, spark interest in caring for the environmental and changing behavior, 
develop stronger human: animals connections, and
improve attitudes about learning and school. 

Want to improve air quality for your students?
Want to bring  soothing sounds to a bustling classroom?
Want to incorporate a valuable educational tool, which models how

different organisms balance out an ecosystem?

Simply add a plant or water garden to YOUR classroom & you can achieve these results! 
Researchers at NASA’s Stennis Space Center conducted studies1  to learn how plants and soil work together to 
remove toxins  to make indoor air cleaner, which is a system space station astronauts routinely use to maintain 
optimal air quality.

Valuing and Using Live Organisms:
Improving Energy and Outcomes

Image and source credit: Tomatosphere
https://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/station/research/benefits/red_planet.html



Animals in Aquariums and 
Salmonella!

Let’s listen to Special CDC Instructions 
for schools on how to prevent the 
spread of Salmonella!

Click the dragon to listen!

Teachable Moments!
Responsible pet ownership in the classroom involves making sure that all users know 
how to care for and maintain the safety of the animals in their charge.  

• Take the Adopting a Classroom Animal Pledge! {Don’t Let it Loose!] 
• Post the Adopting a Classroom Animal CARE SHEET in your room

Pets in the Classroom 
Safety Tips

Let’s Stay Safe!
After handling classroom pets, it is essential 
that students learn good health practices, 
which start with thorough hand washing. 

Try this video for kids from the 
Saskatoon Health Region in Canada 
on how to properly way to wash your
hands and stay safe! 

Photo & video credit: www.sakatoonhelthregion.ca
Photo credit: www.cdc.gov

Click here to learn about Responsible Release



Step 1: Questions for consider
• Have I considered sharing ownership responsibilities with another class or teacher?
• Did I try to find another home for our pet? 
• Will a local pet store consider taking our pet?
• Are there local veterinarians who might help?
If the answer to most of these questions is Yes, you may be ready to release your classroom pet.  

Responsible Release… GET HELP!
What should you do and who can you turn to when you need to make a change?

Popular classroom pets, can be exotic animals such as reptiles, fish, & birds,  which live quite 
long, grow large, and can be more than a school can manage. 

So what Steps Should You Take to release your pet properly? 

Click here to find helpful groups concerned about Responsible Release

Step 2: Involve your Students in the Process of Responsible Release

Daniel Kriesberg, author of A Sense of Place: Teaching Children About the Environment with 
Picture Books  writes that, “By learning about their habitats,…. children see first hand the 
connection animals and plants have with their habitat. Children also learn a critical lesson: We all 
have a habitat, we all need a habitat, we all need to learn to live with our habitat, and the only 
way to do this is to know your habitat. 



Get Help!
Exotic animals (reptiles, fish, & birds) are popular classroom pets. Yet they can grow quite large or live longer than 
some schools can manage. 

So what should you do and who can you turn to when you need to make a change? 
Did you Know?  Invasive species could be transmitted by school teachers releasing critters into the wild. 
Learn more at

Online  and Local Resources: 
Listed below are several agencies and groups who will assist you in making the right 
choice for your pet! For a full list, click on the source link at the end of the page1.

• Rescue Network provides a list of pet rescue groups by state.
• Veterinarians – LocalVets.com provides a directory of shelters by state or zip code.
• Animal Shelters will help you locate rescue groups who place exotic pets into new homes.
• Petsmart.com or Petco.com are pet stores that may take your exotic pet so it won’t be

released into the wild
• SEPARC (Southeast Partners in Amphibian and Reptile Conservation) is a member of PARC, a national organization 

supporting and partnering with amphibian and reptile conservationists. 
• State Wildlife Agencies occasionally host special events to turn in potentially exotic pets such as the 

Exotic Pet Amnesty Program  through the Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) which works 
to reduce nonnative species releases into the wild and to encourage responsible pet ownership.

• Sample school module:http://www.oregonlive.com/enviro nment/index.ssf/2012/08/invasive 
_species_could_be_tran.html





Elementary

Learning about Invasive Species: 
Lesson plans, modules & projects:

Welcome to Learning about Invasive Species! These pages are designed to help teachers access helpful information, 
projects, and curriculum designed to  teach specific information about common invasives.   

We selected age‐appropriate set of modules to teach basic fundamentals about this relevant and very important 
ecological topic. At the end of each unit, you and your students can answer FAQs such as: 

• What is an aquatic invasive species? 
• How do aquatic invasive species come into the United States? 
• How and when can I prevent the spread or introduction of invasive species? 
• Are aquatic invasive species just a problem where I live or in several parts of the United States? 

Middle & High 
School

Live Animal Projects Get Help!

Learn 
More

Learn 
More

Learn 
More

Learn 
More

Have a favorite Invasive Species Project? 
Click here to Share your Story!



Provide samples &  
links: research papers, 
risk screens & 
assessments, videos, 
posters, PowerPoint 
presentations, Best 
Management 
Practices,  exhibits, 
watch cards,  
print-ready materials, 
etc.

Resources
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www.Habitattitude.net

Alternatives to releasing unwanted pets, aquatic plants or study specimens:
             Contact a retailer for proper handling or for possible returns
             Give or trade with another aquarist,  pond owner or water gardener
             Donate to a local aquarium society , school or aquatic business
             Seal aquatic plants in plastic bags and dispose in the trash
             Contact a veterinarian or pet retailer for humane disposal guidance

Do Right By Your Pet.  Do Right By Our Environment.



Ecological Risk Screening 
Summaries



Pet Pathway Toolkit

Tools and best practices to minimize the
risk of introducing invasive species
through the release or escape of pets

Pct Industry Joint Advisory Council
1140 19. . Succt, NW Suite 300

Washington, DC 20036

Updated On :09-12-
2010
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Next Steps

Steering Committee (MOU Parties - FWS, PIJAC, NPS)
Complete populating website
Hardin/Meyers/Eason complete Reptile and Water Garden Tracks

Advisory Committee (NOAA, AFWA, NISC, USDA, NGO, Academia)
Review content 
Recommend how to broaden campaign partner engagement
Advice on Integration of social since principles and research into campaign
Promote national, regional and local delivery of revitalized Habitattitude
Recommend materials for inclusion in Resources Section
Identify tools/BMPs that can be used by industry, hobbyists, NGOs, and
government to manage invasion risks



Next Steps

Implementation Committee
• Design strategies to achieve greater engagement by local partners
• Recommend types of materials needed to deliver messages

(e.g. PowerPoint presentations, posters, artwork)
• Periodically recommend content updates
• Encourage partners to provide up‐to‐date items for the

Resource section

Re-launch — November, 2015



Habitattitude’s Future

“For every complex problem there is 
a simple solution...

and it is wrong.”

H. L. Mencken



Washington, DC 20036
202-452-1525

mmeyers@meyersalterman.com
info@pijac.org


