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Surveys of boaters help us evaluate AIS prevention & outreach programs



Beginnings of the project

• What’s working? What isn’t?

• Compare approaches

• Different approaches across 

states

• Some states evaluate, others 

don’t



A great summary from a 2014 meeting

https://uwmadison.box.com/s/crr7imsvilstby1gshan633w2p102geo



We can learn a little across 

different efforts, but it’s almost 

apples to oranges

Standard methods and 

approaches can guide future 

work, make it easier to 

implement, make it easier to 

learn from each other



Establish a boater behavior change working group that:

– Publishes a literature review of boater behavior change literature that is accessible to 

AIS managers

– Establishes consistent social science methods for evaluating boater behaviors in 

regards to AIS throughout the Great Lakes basin

– Meets at least quarterly using an online format and once per year in person



Implement consistent boater behavior change surveys

– Administer boater AIS behavior surveys in participating states (IL, IN, MI, OH, PA)

– Compare the results of the completed surveys to surveys recently completed in MN, WI, and NY

– Release the information in one comprehensive report

Vs.



State Level
Do you take *state specific* 

prevention actions?

Wisconsin

Inspect 
Remove 

Drain 
Never Move

Minnesota

Clean
Drain
Dry

Dispose

Colorado

Clean
Drain
Dry

Decontaminate



Regional Level
Do boaters take 

recommended prevention 
actions?

State Level
Do you take *state specific* 

prevention actions?

Wisconsin

92%

Inspect 
Remove 

Drain 
Never Move

Minnesota

92%

Clean
Drain
Dry

Dispose

Colorado

92%

Clean
Drain
Dry

Decontaminate



State Level
Do you recognize this logo?

Wisconsin

SAH!

Minnesota

Clean In, 
Clean Out

Colorado

Clean Drain Dry



Regional Level
Do boaters recognize the 

statewide outreach brand?

State Level
Do you recognize this logo?

Wisconsin

92%

SAH!

Minnesota

92%

Clean In, 
Clean Out

Colorado

92%

Clean Drain Dry

We can get around the question issue with some thought



Determine needs for AIS message testing work

– Use results of boater behavior change literature review to identify message testing needs

– Develop and test a limited number of AIS messages using existing tools

– Report on pilot message tests 

– Using the results of the pilot message tests and an increased understanding of methods, 

propose future message testing needs



Proposal Timeline



What we have done so far

• Literature review
• Summer 2021 Nelson Institute MS student

• What product do we want with it?

• Collection of regional & statewide 

boater surveys
• 1994 to current

• MRBP, Doug Jensen, WI, MN, NY, MI

• Three meetings!



Immediate next steps

• Develop survey instrument

• Logistics for survey implementation



Tim.Campbell@wisc.edu         @t_campy


